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1 Contact details: 

If you have any concerns, questions, thoughts about your distance learning 

programme, you can reach us at cats@rivairpilot.com.  

2 Logging in to CATS: 

Website link: https://wbt.catsaviation.com/3/checkin  

Please log in with the email and password you have received in our email. 

 

 

After logging in, you will arrive to the main menu. From here you will see your 

progress. Your course is set to three stages, although it is up to you which subjects 

you start with: 

  

https://wbt.catsaviation.com/3/checkin
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On the top right side of the website, you will see a burger menu. Opening it, you will 

access to several different tools, what will help you during your studies: 

 

3 Most important menus in CATS: 

3.1 Lecture Notes: 

You can click on a subject then on a section to start studying. When the slides show 

up the timer starts to count.  

Only the time spent in Lecture Notes is counted for the final studied hours and only 

if it is on the active tab of your browser (it cannot be in the background). The timer 

only counts when you are online and only after every 5 minutes (so if you quit 

before, your time will not be counted). Offline study hours cannot be counted.  

You must not start multiple sessions at the same time. The counter timer gives a 

discrepancy error if that happens, and we cannot accept any study hours during 

these dates.   

The time you can spend in Lecture Notes is limited. These limits are: 

• Maximum time spent in a day: 6 hours (in Lecture Notes) 

• After every 6th days of consecutive studying you must spend 1 day off. 
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Our course administrators are constantly checking your progress. If they see 

you are violating these rules, they are automatically deducting the surplus 

hours spent. 

If you wish to get a feedback on your study times you can request a report by writing 

an email to cats@rivairpilot.com.  

Note: 

Unfortunately, time spent on studying via the iPad application is not counted against 

the mandatory hours you must spend in the system. Also, the system only counts 

time spent working in the system and it doesn't include tests or papers. Please use a 

computer for studying, or if you use an iPad please study using a browser like Safari 

or Chrome. 

3.2 Instructor Help: 

You can ask for general assistance from the CATS Aviation Support.  

If you have specific problems, you can ask them from us at cats@rivairpilot.com. 

3.3 Study Guides: 

Study guides are books. These are very detailed descriptions about a given subject. 

Strongly advised to read them as well if you are in ATPL.  

In PPL there are only samples of the book.  

3.4 Video Media: 

Here you will find videos about the different topics. 

3.5 Question Bank: 

In the question bank you may test yourself on mock exams. You will get a feedback 

on your progress.  

mailto:cats@agroaero.hu
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3.6 Progress test:  

Progress tests are the compulsory examinations that must be taken after you 

complete the required studied hours.  

Every time you are finished with a subject (your study hours have reached the 

required times), you must complete the progress tests for the given subject.  

It is very important that you do the progress tests after you have completed the time 

requirement.  

Our course administrators constantly checking your progress,  

keeping the order is an official directive of the aviation authority. 

4 Time requirements of CATS Distance Learning: 

For each subject you have different study hours to pass: 

4.1 PPL SUBJECTS: 

PPL 

SUBJECT TIME REQUIRED (HRS) 

Air Law 5.80 

Aircraft General Knowledge 12.80 

Flight Planning and 

Performance 11.80 

Human Performance and 

Limitations 7.50 

Meteorology 11.70 

Navigation 18.00 

Operational Procedures 5.90 

Principles of Flight 9.00 

Communications 3.00 

SUM 85.5 
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4.2  ATPL SUBJECTS 

ATPL 

SUBJECT TIME 

Human Performance & Limitations 50.25 

Air Law 38.5 

Operational Procedures 38.75 

Meteorology 78.00 

Communications 13.5 

Principles of Flight 60.00 

Performance 36.25 

General Navigation 60.00 

Flight Planning 42.00 

Mass & Balance 20.75 

Aircraft General Knowledge - Air Frames 13.50 

Aircraft General Knowledge - Systems 13.25 

Aircraft General Knowledge – Electrics 16.50 

Aircraft General Knowledge – 

Powerplant (PISTON + TURBINE)* 
16.75 

Aircraft General Knowledge – Emergency 

Equipment 
12.75 

AF PLUS** 11.50 

AGK (all together) 84.25 

Instrumentation 74.75 

Radio Navigation 60.00 

SUM 657 hrs 

*: Piston + Turbine must be 16.75 hrs together, both must be above 0 hrs. 

**: Extra compulsory study hours spent on AGK subjects (you can spend this amount 

of time on one subject or share between more) 
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5 Online and offline classes 

10% of your studies must be spent in an online or an on-site classroom environment 

(so called ground school). Our school is organizing these online sessions every 

quarter of the year.  

6 Finishing subjects, taking exams: 

6.1 PPL: 

You must spend at least 1 month in the CATS distance learning system before the 

theory exam. In case of PPL the required hours should be completed, and all 

progress tests should be done for each subject. During the PPL exam you must 

attend from all subject in one seating (by law), so there is no chance to split up the 

subjects. Of course, if you fail from a subject, you can try it again, you do not have to 

do all subjects again. 

When you are ready to take exams, please write an email to exam@rivairpilot.com, so 

we can check if you meet all the requirements.   

6.2 ATPL 

If you are finished with the required study hours and completed the progress tests 

you are eligible to take theoretical exams from the given subjects. In that case please 

book your exam here: https://rivairpilot.com/exam-booking/ 

When the website asks for the application form of yours, please upload a document 

stating you are a RIVAIR student. 

  

https://rivairpilot.com/exam-booking/
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7 Distance learning rationale 

In the following section we would like to suggest some simple strategies, which will 

help you to improve your studies.  

7.1 Study Smarter Not Harder 

Unsuccessful students tend to read the material straight through. They do not slow 

down when they 

reach a difficult section. They keep going even when they do not understand what 

they are reading. In contrast, successful students monitor their understanding, re-

read difficult sections, and periodically stop to review what they have learned. In 

short, effective learners know how to learn. They are active learners, thinking of each 

new fact in relation to other material. 

7.2 Read Actively - Not Passively 

First understand what you are reading before you move on. 

7.3 The SQ3R Method 

Use of the SQ3R method is one of the most successful strategies for remembering 

textbook material. SQ3R stands for five activities to engage in when you read a new 

chapter: Survey, Question, Read, Recite and Review. These activities are designed to 

increase the depth in which you process the information you read. 

1. Survey - Take a few minutes to skim the section. Look at the headings and 

any boldface or italicised terms. Obtain a general idea of what material will be 

discussed and the way it is organised. Examine how the topics relate to one 

another and to what you already know. Some pilots find it useful to survey the 

entire subject, e.g. Navigation, once and then survey each major section in a 

little more detail before reading it. 
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2. Question - Before reading each section, ask yourself what contents will be 

covered and what information should be extracted from it. 

3. Read - Read the text but think about the material as you read. Are the 

questions you raised earlier being answered? Do you see a connection 

between the topics? 

4. Recite - (Repeat) At the end of each section, recite the major points. Resist the 

temptation to be passive and say, “Oh, I remember that”. Be active! - Put your 

ideas into your own words by repeating them, describe them to yourself and 

say them out loud. 

5. Review - Finally, at the end of the chapter, review all the material. You should 

see the connections, not only within the sections but also among the other 

subjects. The object is to see ow the material is organised. Once you grasp the 

organisation, the individual facts will be easier to remember. 

By following these procedures, you will learn to remember the material better and 

you will save yourself considerable time. 

Spend your time wisely. If you are going to spend three hours studying a day, you 

will be much better off studying for three one-hour blocks (separated by breaks, 

periods of sleep or other activity), than “cramming” for one three-hour block.  

By studying with more study sessions, you will stay fresh and tend to think about the 

material from a new perspective each session. This will help you elaborate the 

material and remember it. 

7.4 Memory Techniques 

We can improve our memory skills by using memory techniques. People can benefit 

from mnemonics. Mnemonics are used to remember things better. Mnemonics help 

us to place information into an organised context, in order to remember it. The SQ3R 

is a mnemonic. Another example of mnemonics is the acronym ANDS, to help 

remember that a magnetic compass will give the following errors when flying in the 
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northern hemisphere: acceleration will cause the compass to indicate a turn to the 

north and deceleration, a turn to the south. The acronym ANDS will help you 

remember Acceleration-North and Deceleration-South. Use mnemonics to memorise 

lists of items and use the SQ3R system when reading to understand complex 

textbook material. 

7.5 “If you don’t use it, you’ll lose it” 

Forgetting from long-term memory occurs during the first several hours after 

learning. The most dramatic drop in what we retain occurs during the first nine hours 

and especially in the first hour. If you don’t use it, you’ll lose it and especially during 

the first hours. This is why it is important to review the material.  

7.6 Motivation 

Motivation is probably the most dominant force, which governs your progress and 

ability to learn. The promise or achievement of rewards provides positive motivation. 

These rewards may be personal or social; they may involve financial gain, self-

satisfaction or public recognition. Motivation can be used to your advantage by 

setting short-term goals, with personal rewards. 

7.7 Knowledge of Results 

When learning simple skills, we can discover our own errors quite easily. When 

learning others, such as complex aviation skills, mistakes are not always apparent. We 

may know that something is wrong, but not how to correct it. Your Instructor will 

provide a helpful and often critical function, in making certain that you are aware of 

your progress. You will also be given two self-assessment tests each week. The 

answer key will give you knowledge of your level of understanding.  
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7.8 Many Short Goals and Targets 

Your distance learning course is designed to help you reach your aviation career 

goal. This is done through a series of short targets, based on required weekly 

progress tests from each student. You will be monitored closely throughout the 

entire course. Weekly progress tests must be submitted to the school for grading 

and your subject instructor will give you feedback.  


